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Bayvi ew s Pear| Harbor Attack?

Recent runors have been floating around that the Kootenai County
Conmi ssi oners are considering renoving the no wake protection from
Scenic Bay. A concerted attack on the status quo is taking place from
several directions. One, the city of Post Falls recently was denied a
no wake zone on the Spokane River. They then point fingers at Bayvi ew
saying, "If they can have one, why can't we?" That's a pretty valid
qguestion, actually. Perhaps the county should consider doing their
jobs, which is to protect and serve their constituency.

The history of the no wake zone goes way back to over 20 years ago. It
was petitioned for, hearings were held and the protection granted for
safety reasons. Many people in Bayview are perfectly happy to have the
roar of big engines cranking up delayed until clearing the bay proper

Noi se echoes off the hill sides and bounces back and forth ruining the
quality of Iife we have heretofore enjoyed. Children can currently
paddl e small craft and inner tubes safely. That will not be the case if

conmi ssi oner Tondee gets his w sh. Sailboat masts will sword fight at
the mari nas. Comm ssioner Tondee suggested to me that during storns,
the wi nd kicks up nore waves than boat wakes. | disagree. | |ive where
I can see nopst of the bay and wind conming into the bay tends to push
wat er, rather than creating |large waves. Try conparing that to a
speedboat doing 50 nph right down the center of the bay.

In a conversation with Tondee yesterday, he freely admitted to being in
favor of elim nation. A television station recently interviewed a
boater from Spokane who objected to the exaggerated 20 m nutes it takes
to clear the bay. Those that don't |ive here, pay no |ocal taxes, and
don't vote for comm ssioners, probably don't give a rat's ass what
happens to our life style here. But then why the comr ssioners are
siding with outsiders is a puzzle. One theory is that to keep Bayvi ew
safe and sane, they would have to grant Post Falls it's reasonable
request for simlar protection, and perhaps other bays as well. OK, why
not. If the need is there, pay the bucks. Are the conm ssioners going
to fund nore sheriff departnent water deputies?

It has become obvious to this blogger, that our elected | eaders are
taki ng an approach to areas |like ours, that is not representative of
the mpjority at all. When | asked the receptionist at Parks and

Wat erways if the runors were true, she said she had not heard any such
thing and would know, if it were true. Tondee expl ai ned that the

wat erways advi sory board was instructed to hold a town neeting in
Bayvi ew at a yet undecided tinme and date. If this sounds |ike the skids
bei ng greased for a decision already nmade, it probably is. Folks, it
is tine to cone out publicly and how in protest if you believe this
nmove is not warranted. It al so would behoove our elected officials and
those working for them to be nore dedicated to the truth.
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